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Thank God I got trees.' prez says

Michael Rosen deals with trees.

Rosen is the president of Tree Canada, a non-profit organization founded in 1992,

Tree Canada is a voluntary organization based in Ottawa with 15 people working as
community advisors across the country on upcoming projects.

by Wyatt Danowski

rae Canaca presicent Michaol Rosen thinks Canadians sometimes 1ake gl greenery for granted { Pholo; Christophor King )

Michael Rosen deals with trees.
Rosen is the president of Tree Canada, a nen-profit crganization founded in 1992

Tree Canada is a voluntary organizalion based in Ottawa with 15 people wiarking =s comunity advisors across the country on
UpComing projects,

"We were created to demonsirate to Canadians that they could fight climate change by plantingtrees,” Rosen says,

One of Tree Canada's foouses is urban forestry projects. While over 80 per cent of Canadians e in wiban communities, urban
forestry only oooupies 1 per cent of landmass in Canada, Rosen says:

"You have to make the urban area liveable with a Torest because that s whers people spend most of their time," Rosen says. “ltis |
protect people, to give them a sense of wellbeing, and o give tham emviranmental benafits in the city whera they live.”
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Rasen was born and raised in Toronto and attended Trent Univarsity, where he received a degree in history.

Rasen didr'l grow up around national parks or provingial parks - just a lithe weodlol down the street. "That scenario is true with mzr
poopla,” he says

During the summers, Rosen worked in logging camps in British Celumbia, After Rosen gracduated Trent, a professar in the universit
suggested that it he lovad the outdoors he should pursus a career in forestry,

After graduating from Trent University, Rosen soid firewood for g year, He would cul rees from s woodlol in Peterborough and sell
firewoeod in Taronbo,

"My parents were worned," Rosen says of his job at the time, but he then went to the University of Toronto and received a degree in
forestny,

The forestry facully in the University of Toranto was the first of its kind in Canada, founded in 1807 by famous forestry scholar Bernt
Fernow.

After graduating fram the University of Townto, Rosen workad for 18 vears at the hiristry of Matural Rasources for the Ontario
government. He heard of an cpening in the vice-president's rale in Tree Canada and applied in 2002, Four years later, he becams |

president,

"Thank God | got trees actually, because | am uptight enough s itis, soif | didn'l have trees | would be seriously crazy " Rosen say
with a laugh, "l also find landscapses without troes depressing, honestly, and | think in Canada sometimes we take for oranted how
many Ireas we really have."

Rosen s also a reciplent of an Amethyst Sward Tor bis work during the Tomnto ice storm of 1996, Rosen ran a program to help sav
as many trees as possible in the sfected amas by not cutting the trees dawn and warding off the “unscrupulouws arborists” ar "Joo

Chainsaws" who wanted o cut therm down,

When Rosen is not in his offics, he travels all gver the world, 1na month, heis travelling to Ameniz o share ideas on how to impro
their forestry program.

“Two Armenian foreslers came here last Apl looking at forests and cities in the north, so | am Qoing to Armenia for bwo weeks and
guing ko observe and ask questions dealing wilh their moisture problem,” Rosen SaAys.

Tree Canada plants around 300,000 - 500,000 frees every yvear all scross Canada and there are many projects that Rosen holds ol
o his heart.

"Cne of my favourile projects was the 75th anniversary of pensions in Canada, and we worked in hospitals and old age hemes acra
Canada planling irees," he says. "There was research evidence that people who were able to look out in greenery heal betler and

faster”

Rosen says he loves working at Tree Canada because he cares for the peopla and the environmenl. "It fesls dood to help people,”
says Rosen.

“fnd that is where Tree Canada comes in,"

Tree Canada has sponsers ranging fram BC Hydro to the Foo Fighters. The Foo Fighters auction off their tickets 1o concerts in Mor
America and give the maney 1o Tree Canada so they can give it to other urban foresiny QroLps.

Linkin Park and TELUS are also sponsors, the latter giving $150,000 a year to this organization, Linkin Park donates cne dollar for
every ticket sold in Canada fo Tree Canada
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